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Summary
The project “Brick-Works” is based on a critique of unsustainable practices in the production of fired bricks
and proposes instead a set of principles to improve
the sustainable performance of the brick-making industry. Going beyond technical exigencies, the proposal envisions brick-making as a catalyst of community-building – as demonstrated in the particular case
of the apartheid township of Soshanguve in South Africa. The community currently relies on informal trade
and subsistence farming to survive, and lacks the necessary infrastructure as well as skills for further development. By introducing a single kiln to this rural context,
a culture of brick-making is incrementally established
over time. As the community grows, socio-economic
conditions gradually improve and new urban nodes
are formed around the production facility.

The jury greatly appreciated the project’s bold critical

quently constructed in phases, which encourages the
community to systemically absorb the skills and knowledge required to run a complex industry. Over time,
an artistic language in pottery and clay-based craft
will emerge throughout the township. The proposed
intervention therefore establishes a platform for economic opportunity, encourages skills training and
generates urban energy, while developing a socio-cultural language centered around clay, ideal for tourism
and trade.

housing.

Image 3: Mapping Soshanguve: The existing context is mapped as urban nodes, routes, industry and landmarks.

Image 4: Future plan: Existing context is re-drawn with the building’s
influence on the landscape and community.
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Image 1: Regenerating the Industrial landscape: Once the Brickworks is past its Industrial phase, wetlands and dams are nurtured within excavated
quarries and the kiln towers are reprogrammed as bird- and bat roosts. This encourages a rich natural biosphere to develop along the edges of the
building and supports indigenous bird life to return to Soshanguve. The wetlands also act as natural water filters and reservoirs for the region, and may
be used to cultivate aquaculture for food security.
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Figure 1. WSRD proposal on Barmbeker Markt
mobility fostering public life, increasing traffic safety and making streets an
integral part of a city’s ecosystem are main goals and chances.
- stormwater tree pits and runnels for creating high quality open space
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dustries such as pottery. Clay-based markets are therefore introduced in open spaces within the Brickworks, and encourage secondary economic activity
such as Industrial Tourism. These spaces are designed with an open program to allow a wide range of socio-economic activity. The slanted steel roofs
prevent damages to buildings and public infrastructure as well as reducing
use local materials and are designed to harvest water.
the risk to life and limb.

Image 5: Section and organic phasing: The building will grow in reaction
to its surroundings.

Image 6: Reconstructing the current urban condition: Quarries and industry form an intermediate landscape.
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Figure 2. WSRD proposal on Hamburger Straße
- first steps towards a water sensitive arterial road
three different approaches for retaining stormwater
Image 7: Permeable movement route: Trade and social interaction is
encouraged along the building’s edges.

Image 8: Processes: Industrial brickmaking is restructured as a low-tech,
low-cost, low-energy system.

Image 9: Systems within the brickmaking process are restructured to
minimize waste, pollution and energy.

Image 10: Interiors: Very basic materials and construction is brought to
life with natural light and people.

